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Presentation Overview
• E-commerce & Paperless Trade

• Framework Agreement on Facilitation of 
Cross-border Paperless Trade in Asia and 
the Pacific (CPTA)

• UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable 
Trade Facilitation (UNTF Survey)

• Readiness Assessment for Cross-border 
Paperless Trade



E-commerce & Paperless Trade

❖ E-market places brings buyers and sellers 
together, making contract/commercial 
procedures easier 

❖ But goods still need to be transported to 
buyers, goods still need to be paid for,

❖ and regulations still need to be complied 
with.

❖ … all of which typically involve a lot of 
paperwork acting as a barrier to cross-
border e-commerce development



Trade Facilitation? →Making trade procedures more efficient
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Paperless Trade? → Digital or e- Trade Facilitation



Benefits of cross-border paperless trade 
(ESCAP research) 

• Cut trade costs by 8-12% in Asia-Pacific

• More inclusive participation in trade (by SMEs)

• Enable C02e emission savings in Asia-Pacific of 

13 million tons of CO2e annually (400 million 

trees)

• Reduce tax revenue losses from illicit financial 

flows (trade misinvoicing) by at least $119 

billion per year (tbc.)



Challenges to Moving forward 
on Cross-border Paperless Trade 

International Standards

Harmonization of legal frameworks

Capacity gaps among the parties (infrastructure & HR)

Cooperation between public and private sectors

Lack of intergovernmental coordination mechanism



❑ A UN Treaty: enabling and action-oriented

✓ Open to interested (53) ESCAP member states (voluntary) to become 
parties

❑ Objective

✓ To facilitate cross-border paperless trade (data exchange) among 
willing ESCAP member states by providing a dedicated 
intergovernmental framework to develop legal and technical 
solutions

✓ Complementary to the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) as 
well as (sub)regional efforts
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Framework Agreement on the Facilitation of Cross-Border 
Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (CPTA)

https://www.unescap.org/kp/cpta

https://www.unescap.org/kp/cpta


Overview of Provisions: Key Provisions

Article 1: Objective 
The objective of the present Framework Agreement is to promote cross-border 
paperless trade by enabling the exchange and mutual recognition of trade-related data 
and documents in electronic form and facilitating interoperability among national and 
subregional single windows and/or other paperless trade systems, for the purpose of 
making international trade transactions more efficient and transparent while 
improving regulatory compliance.

http://www.unescap.org/resources/framework-agreement-facilitation-cross-border-paperless-trade-asia-and-
pacific

http://www.unescap.org/resources/framework-agreement-facilitation-cross-border-paperless-trade-asia-and-pacific


Functional 
Equivalence

Non-discrimination 
of the use of Electronic 
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Technological 
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transboundary 

trust environment
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sectors

Improved trade facilitation 
and regulatory compliance
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Article 5: General Principles



CPTA: General Benefits

❑ Region-wide multilateral intergovernmental platform

Builds upon existing bilateral/sub regional initiatives; Supports WTO TFA implementation; 
Forster harmonization and minimize necessity for numerous bilateral/sub regional 
intergovernmental approach; 

❑ Strong capacity building programme

Inclusive initiative, open to Asia-Pacific countries at all levels of development; Strong 
emphasis on knowledge sharing and CB/TA among parties 

❑ Pilot projects

Allow parties to adjust their systems before engaging in actual cross-border trade data 
exchange 

❑ Action Plan 

Allow parties with different implementation level to set actions based on their respective 
readiness 

❑ Mutual recognition

Commit to the goal, while allowing flexibility in how to materialize the goal



CPTA: Contribution in the Context of WTO TFA 
Implementation

The CPTA complements WTO TFA and helps implementation of several
provisions of the WTO TFA in an efficient and value-added manner with its
ICT-based implementation approach (paperless trade).

WTO TFA Provisions supported by the CPTA

ARTICLE 1: PUBLICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION

ARTICLE 7: RELEASE AND CLEARANCE OF GOODS

ARTICLE 8: BORDER AGENCY COOPERATION

ARTICLE 10: FORMALITIES CONNECTED WITH IMPORTATION, EXPORTATION AND 
TRANSIT 

ARTICLE 11: FREEDOM OF TRANSIT 

ARTICLE 12: CUSTOMS COOPERATION 



Support to join the CPTA

Accelerator programme available
More details:
https://www.unescap.org/kp/cpta

https://www.unescap.org/kp/cpta


UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable 
Trade Facilitation

• Reviews the progress of trade facilitation: 58 measures 
covering both binding and non-binding WTO TFA 
measures and measures beyond the scope of WTO TFA+

www.untfsurvey.org
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UNTF Survey interactive website

www.untfsurvey.org

Search by region/economy/compare economies…
Example: PACER+

http://www.untfsurvey.org/


Interactive website: 
www.untfsurvey.org

National workshop to update 2021 
Survey and preparation for 2023 Survey 

http://www.untfsurvey.org/


Readiness Assessment for Cross-border 
Paperless Trade

https://readiness.digitalizetrade.org/

https://readiness.digitalizetrade.org/


1. Download the checklists



2. Plan the assessment



3. Follow the guides



Navigating 

Top 
Menu

Explanatory notes, 
good practices and 
references for 
each question



Take quick assessment  for 
recommendations 

4. Take quick assessment



Readiness Assessment- Support

Technical and legal readiness assessments 
on cross-border paperless trade 

Recommendations, and individual action 
plans for countries to move forward towards 
cross-border paperless trade
https://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-
innovation/trade-facilitation-digital-trade/paperless-trade

Can request for supporting the national 
readiness assessment study – any 
ESCAP member States

https://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation/trade-facilitation-digital-trade/paperless-trade


Related tools and resources

Cross-border Paperless Trade Database 
https://www.digitalizetrade.org/

United Nations Network of Experts for 
Paperless Trade and Transport in Asia 
and the Pacific (UNNExT)
https://unnext.unescap.org/

Asia-Pacific Research and Training 
Network on Trade
https://artnet.unescap.org/

https://www.digitalizetrade.org/
https://unnext.unescap.org/
https://artnet.unescap.org/


E-learning courses 

on trade policy, negotiation and facilitation

Series of free + self-paced
online courses on trade
negotiation, trade policy and
facilitation, including testing
and certification system.

https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/e-learning-courses-trade-policy-negotiation-and-facilitation

https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/e-learning-courses-trade-policy-negotiation-and-facilitation


Video 
lectures

Quizzes/

Exercises 
Certificates

E-learning courses on trade policy, negotiation 
and facilitation



THANK YOU
kim51@un.org

https://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation

mailto:kim51@un.org
https://www.unescap.org/our-work/trade-investment-innovation

